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I think that the pressure for market share
has aggravated the tendency which already ex-
ists, not only in our Capital but in every capital
in the world, to elevate politics over policy and
discord over working together.

So I think that—I also think that as the first
post-baby-boomer President, and given the fact
that I was involved in my youth in the con-
troversies over Vietnam and a lot of other things,
I think I became kind of a lightning rod—and
Hillary did—for a lot of things that the system
kind of had to work its way through. But I’d
be at a poor position to have any profound com-
plaints since I’m leaving office with pretty good
approval ratings from the American people, and
none of that would be possible if it hadn’t been
for the media through which I communicated
my views and my side of all the controversies.

But I think that—I do think it’s harder to
get stories right, to avoid jumping the gun, to
avoid kind of contributing to things that have
a lot of heat and may not have much light,
given the pressures that all of you are under
today.

The last point I’d like to make, and I’m not
pandering to you because you can’t cover me
much longer, is—[laughter]—but I believe
this—I think it is a real mistake for people to
generalize about the media. Very often there
will be a big story in the national news, and
ABC, NBC, CBS, Fox, and CNN will all cover
it differently.

So I think that you have to—I always had
the feeling that you were more interested in
policy than a lot of the people that covered
me, but I think it’s more because you’ve been
here so long. I mean, I think you couldn’t have
hung around the way you have and done this
if you weren’t fascinated by politics. But in the
end, you’d run dry if you didn’t also care about
what the consequences to the country are. And

like I said, you can’t cover me much longer,
so I’m not pandering to you, but I think—on
the other hand, if you were here now—consider,
suppose you were a 30-year-old, or however
young you can be, 35-year-old television anchor,
and you got the White House assignment, and
you wanted to go further in life, and you were
going to be judged partly by how hot you were
on the screen and what your market share was,
and you had to put this story together, and
you had an hour to do it, you’d be under a
whole different set of pressures, both in your
work environment and in your head.

So I think that I would—that’s one thing I
would counsel any President to do, is not—
fight paranoia about the press, and don’t gener-
alize about it.

I think both I and my wife’s alleged aversion
to the press has been way overblown. We’ve
always been far more discriminating about the
things with which we disagreed and the things
with which we agreed.

Mr. Knoller. Mr. President, thank you so
much, sir. It’s been fascinating.

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 2:35 p.m. in
Dover High School for later broadcast. In his re-
marks, the President referred to Usama bin Ladin,
who allegedly sponsored the 1998 bombing at-
tacks on the U.S. Embassies in Kenya and Tan-
zania; Senator Christopher S. Bond; Ronnie L.
White, whose nomination to be U.S. District
Judge for the Eastern District of Missouri was de-
feated in October 1999; Gore 2000 campaign di-
rector William M. Daley; and former White
House Chief of Staff Thomas F. (Mack) McLarty.
The transcript was released by the Office of the
Press Secretary on January 15. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this
interview.

Exchange With Reporters at the Greenleaf Senior Center
January 15, 2001

[The President’s remarks are joined in progress.]

Voters’ Rights Legislation
The President. ——problems that are still out

there that have to be—I believe should be ad-

dressed, and I hope they will be. But I think—
looking at this in a positive frame of mind and
hope to goodness that there will be a real com-
mon commitment that goes way beyond party
interest.
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Q. Are you encouraged, sir, by what you’ve
seen so far?

The President. Now you guys know I’m not
going to get into that. I’m on my way out the
door, man; I shouldn’t be talking about that.
[Laughter] I just want to focus on the things
that I said today and the message I sent to
Congress. I think that there are a lot of prob-
lems. I hope that the President-elect will ap-
point a high-level election commission—I think
it would be good to have former Presidents
share it—to deal with all the voting rights issues
that are out there. I hope that there will be
something done on—some more done on the
criminal justice system to give people of color,
all racial and ethnic backgrounds, a sense that
the system is more fair—and to make it more
fair. And I gave some specific recommendations
there. I’d really like to see some—I hope there
will be some action on that.

President’s Agenda for the Final Days
Q. Sir, more generally, going into your last

week as President, what are your thoughts?
The President. That we’ve still got a few

things to do.
Q. What are those things?
The President. We’re working on—obviously,

we’re still involved in the talks on the Middle
East. And we’re working with Secretary Babbitt
to try to finalize some more resource preserva-
tion action. And I have, as always happens at
the end of a President’s term, to see hundreds
and hundreds and hundreds, literally, of re-
quests for consideration for executive clemency
of some kind or another for people who have
been incarcerated or who are out and asked
for pardons so they can get their voting rights
back.

That’s one thing I’d really like to see the
Congress do. There’s some legislation in Con-
gress which would restore people’s voting rights
after they serve their sentences, and I think
it would be a very good thing to pass.

We did that in Arkansas 24 years ago, so
that now when someone serves their sentence,
including the probation, they automatically get
the right to vote back. It’s a very cumbersome

process. A lot of people, particularly less well-
educated people, without much money, they
have no idea how to get a Federal pardon or
that they can get it. And the system often takes
years and years and years. And I think—it would
seem to me that most Americans would agree,
when someone serves their sentence and pays
their debt to society, we all, the rest of us,
have a vested interest in their becoming law-
abiding and contributing citizens.

And I think that there may be other reasons
people want to or need to apply for a Federal
pardon, but I don’t think the right to vote is
one of them. So that’s one thing I would really
like to see done. As I said, we amended the
Voting Rights Act in Arkansas—or constitutional
amendment—when I was attorney general in
1977, to do that.

And I regret that we couldn’t pass the legisla-
tion this year. But I think that there’s a lot
of bipartisan interest in it, especially among peo-
ple who have thought about it and have personal
contacts. If you look at this whole Federal par-
don process, part of—a big reason people do
it is to get the right to vote back. And they
understand that the pardon is not really a par-
don saying it’s okay what you did. That’s not
what this is about. It’s about basically saying
this person has lived a good enough life that
they ought to be given a chance to be a full
citizen.

So, when it comes to voting, I don’t think
they ought to have to get a pardon. I think
they ought to just change the law—completed
their sentence, including the parole period, they
automatically get their right to vote back. And
I think most Americans would support that. I’ve
never had a word of criticism in my home State
about it in 20-some years.

NOTE: The exchange began at approximately
10:45 a.m. In his remarks, the President referred
to President-elect George W. Bush. The transcript
released by the Office of the Press Secretary did
not include the complete opening remarks of the
President. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of this exchange.
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